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From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art 
Executive Summary 

Goals of Artist in Residence (AiR) pilot project 
- To dismantle perceived barriers between arts and sciences via collaboration and 

innovation. 
- To attract a new audience in the 20-40 age group who rarely consider natural 

history museums as a resource and is rarely considered by these museums as 
an audience. 

- To operate across disciplines in the arts and integrate all departments in the 
Academy including Research, Steinhart Aquarium, Planetarium, Library, Exhibits, 
and Visitor Interpretive Programs into a cohesive art- and science-based 
program. 

- To challenge artists to work with new subjects in new environments and to tell 
stories through art by using the “raw materials” of biodiversity as inspiration. 

 
Demonstrated Success: AiR 2006-2007 pilot project and ‘From the Depths’ exhibit 

- Partnered a fine artist with a curator. November 2006 Oakland-based painter, 
Tiffany Bozic was invited to work with Curator of Invertebrate Zoology, Dr. Rich 
Mooi.  

- Research collections inspired artist to create original work and exhibit. 
Collaboration between artist and scientist culminated in the final exhibit at 
Howard Street called From the Depths (Nov. 2007 to Jan. 2008). 

- Integrated pilot project across CAS departments. Bozic collaborated with Bart 
Shepard and Steinhart Aquarium staff to incorporate live organisms in artfully 
designed tanks in the exhibit. 

- Multimedia interpretation. A photographer and cinematographer were brought 
into the project to provide a “behind the scenes” view into the creative process 
through photographs and film. 

- Increased audiences. The opening night reception at the Academy’s Third 
Thursday event had more than double the regular attendance, 550 people in total 
and earned $3,232.84 in store and bar sales in addition to ticket sales. 

- Cross-institutional collaborations. Associated programming for From the 
Depths included a Member’s Lecture at the Academy, an event with Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA), California College of the Arts (CCA), and a 
members' tour for the Marine Sciences Institute. 

 
Demonstrated Outcomes: Local, National and International Exposure  

- Local support from the arts community. SFMoMA, the Exploratorium, YBCA, 
Headland’s Center for the Arts, and the Luggage Store Gallery (to name a few) 
staff were instrumental in establishing the basic “framework” for the AiR pilot 
project at CAS. 

- New types of press coverage. From the Depths was reviewed in 19 online arts 
and culture websites, 3 feature articles appeared in print in SF Chronicle 98 
Hours Visual Arts Section (front cover), Color Magazine (Vancouver, BC), and 
Juxtapoz Magazine (SF), plus a segment was aired on primetime television 
(KTVU Bay Area News). See Appendix 1 for selected articles. 

- Visitors to the exhibit surveyed. See Appendix 2 for Evaluation report. 
- Interest in continuing an AiR program generated. A growing list (60+) of 

artists and arts enthusiasts interested in participating in an AiR Program at CAS 
was developed. 

- Out-of-state institutional interest. The Minnesota Science Institute and 
Arkansas Discovery Network requested to incorporate components of From the 
Depths in a traveling exhibit. 
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From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art 

Press Release 

What would happen if the California Academy of Sciences’ marine 

invertebrate collections were explored through the eyes of a contemporary 

painter?  Visitors can find out in From the Depths, an upcoming science and art 

exhibit at 875 Howard Street.  Featuring large-scale paintings and sketches by 

local artist Tiffany Bozic, this exhibit will transport visitors into the depths of both 

the ocean and the imagination, and present an artist’s vision of the life-and-death 

drama that unfolds beneath the sea.  The exhibit also includes photographs, 

preserved specimens from the Invertebrate Zoology collection, and artfully 

designed tanks with live fish.   

This exhibit is the result of a year-long collaboration between Bozic and 

Dr. Rich Mooi, curator of Invertebrate Zoology & Geology at the Academy.   

Despite examining the museum collections from very different perspectives, they 

found common ground in their passion for discovery and understanding life.  

Nature’s ability to inspire both artist and scientist will form an important theme 

throughout the exhibit.   

 From the Depths will debut at an evening reception on Thursday, 

November 15 from 5 - 9 pm.  Thereafter, it will be available for viewing every day 

from 10 am - 5 pm, until the Academy’s Howard Street facility closes on January 

6, 2008. 

 Bozic is one of the first participants in the Academy’s Artist in Residence 

program.  Based in Oakland, her work often incorporates richly pigmented acrylic 

paint on solid maple wood panels.  She is said to be inspired by John James 

Audubon and Ernst Haeckel, but dives more deeply into the imaginary and 

darker aspects of the natural world.  She has spoken at art and design 

conferences and shown in galleries throughout the United States and Europe. 

For more information and to see a photo gallery, visit 

www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air.   
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Programming 

“The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and 
all science”. – Albert Einstein 
 
Programming goals associated with From the Depths was to reach a different kind of 
audience who would not normally think of a natural history museum as a place of artistic 
inspiration. This audience is made up of people in the 20-40 age group who are 
interested in the arts and frequent art shows and other evening events. At the same 
time, we wanted to bring something fresh to our traditional audiences by interpreting our 
research and collections through an artistic perspective. 
 
We connected with the local arts community (galleries, art colleges, and other 
organizations) through various cross-programming initiatives and Member discounts to 
opening receptions. We received free wine donations for our after-hours events from 
Francis Ford Coppola. 
 
From the Depths Programs: 
 

 

 13 at 2 pm & 7:30 pm 

 
2) Opening Night Reception 
at Third Thursday 
Thursday, November 15 from 
5 - 9 pm 
 
Attendance to the event was more 
than double regular attendance, 
550 in total and earned $3,232.84 in addition to ticket sales. Visitors were surveyed on 
opening night and during regular business hours. See Appendix 2 for visitor evaluation 
report. 
 
 

1) Academy Lecture 
From the Depths: Creating a Science and 
Art Exhibit at the Academy 
Tuesday, November
 
Lecture and sneak-preview of exhibit treated over 
40 members and non-members 
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Off-Site Programming with Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (YBCA) and 
California College of the Arts (CCA) 
 
3) Biotechnique: October 26 - January 6, 2008 (YBCA) 

 
In conjunction with the From the Depths on view at the 
Academy from November 15th- January 6th 2008, CAS 
Member’s are invited to enjoy the BioTechnique exhibition at 
the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts October 26-January 6, 
2008. Showcasing a visually rich assortment of organisms, 
semi-living objects, and intricate life 
BioTechnique is shining light on the t
changing the global economy and th
product of biological techniques—the
have been “grown” rather than manufactured. Bring your 
CAS Member’s card and get in free 
reception October 25th, 2007. 

 
4) Technibiotics: November 2, 2007 (CCA) 
 
Similar to a science fair Technibiotics was held at
of the California College of the Arts. It was an afte
different biological techniques featured in the BioTechnique ex
Center for the Arts. The Academy hosted a table that featured
and photographs in From the Depths and discussions about 
exhibit, and the AiR were given by Dr. Rich Mooi, Tiffany Bozic and Lind
Approximately 400 visitors attended the event and interest 
students, faculty, visiting scientists and others.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

support systems, 
echnologies that are 
e earth itself. The 
 exhibition artworks 

to the opening night 

 the Downtown San Francisco campus 
rnoon of live demonstrations of 

hibit at the Yerba Buena 
 some of the specimens 

the Academy, the upcoming 
say Irving. 

was generated among art 
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Images from Technebiotics, 
California College of the Arts 
(CCA) November 2, 2007 
 
We met artists who later, 
visited the collections at the 
Academy for inspiration for 
their future projects. Many 
thanks to Moe Flannery, 
Birds and Mammals and 
Jeremy Miller, Entomology. 
 
5) From the Depths 
Members’ Tour with the 
Marine Sciences 
Institute 

 
 

y the Staff Advisory Committee 
 
7) Minnesota Science Museum and Arkansas Discovery Network 

 incorporate components of From the Depths in a traveling 
s throughout the Mid-West opening in 

2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6) Staff opening reception hosted b

Exhibit staff requested to
exhibit that would go to over 8 partner institution
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The Exhibit: Installation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Francisco Robles, acclaimed local craftsman prepares the maple wood panels that 
become Tiffany’s “canvases” as well as designs and builds all of the frames for her work. 
He provides important advice in the installation of the artwork. 
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Components of From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art 
 
Sketches 

Showing the process of creative discovery that th
during the residency was an overarching theme in the exhibit. Sketches, specimens, 
illustrations, and live organisms in tanks as well as photographs and film bring the 
audience along on their journey. Five large-scale paintings conclude the exhibit.   
 
Specimens 
 

Preserved specimens from the collections that 
inspired Tiffany were displayed alongside the 
sketches  
 

 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e artist and scientist went through 
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Film and Photography  
 
Photographer, Billy O’Callaghan an
residency from behind the scenes to
specimen collections. 
 

 
 

d cinematographer, Todd Bell documented the 
 give a glimpse into the artist’s studio and the 
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Live Marine Organisms in Aquarium Tanks 
Collaboration between Tiffany and Steinhart Aquarium curator, Bart Shepherd and 
aquarium staff produced unique tanks filled with organisms that inspired the artist for her 
paintings.  
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The Paintings 
 
Battle of the Deep 
acrylic on maple panel 45’’x35’’ 
 
“I imagined an alien image of a soldier-

hinoderm, in its dazzling fortress 
ory, literally running after a 

r along the ocean floor.”  - 

ongst the lilies were these huge 
chins. In a slow motion chase, 

they would hunt down the sea lilies 
h then displayed a shocking ability 

l away.”  - Mooi 

White and ghost-like, stalked sea lilies 
d at ocean depths of 457 

00 feet) where they feed on 
spended food. Once thought to 

e, these animals have been 
 creeping away from giant, 

predatory sea urchins. Sea lilies can 
 a few end segments of their long 
which distracts the urchin while it 

s. 

 
Metronome 
acrylic on maple panel 45’’ 
 
 
“We all belong to an immense 
living chain of life that is as 
strange and indescribably 
beautiful as it is unbelievably 
fragile.”  - Bozic 
 
“I remember watching a group 
of large cuttlefish. They flashed 
colors to each other, as if 
arranging amongst themselves 
the order in which each would 
approach the rock and slip 
under its edges.”  - Mooi 
 
Like all cephalopods, cuttlefish 
are noted for their striking ability 
to quickly change colors. These 
flashy displays are used for 
communicating with other 

like ec
of arm
fleeting flowe
Bozic 
 
“In am
sea ur

whic
to craw
 

are foun
meters (15
bits of su
be immobil
seen

shed
stalk 
escape
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cuttlefish and to signal aggression or courtship. When alarmed, they produce a dark fluid that 
ions were once used as sepia ink by 

 
Ribbon Eels 
acrylic on maple panel 40’’x45’’ 
 
“If you drop black paint into 
a glass jar of water, it will 
unfurl and wind down to the 
bottom with the sensual 
fluidity of an elegant black 
ribbon eel.”  - Bozic 
 
“Spiny urchins are central to 
many of my own research 
ideas. Many previous 
workers thought that the 
long, black spines of 
Diadema were poisonous. 
They are not.”  - Mooi 
 
Ribbon eels are black as 
juveniles and develop 
vibrant colors as adults. 
These slender fish conceal 
themselves in sand or rocky 

rchins on the sandy bottom are 
-tipped shorter spines to keep predators 

at a distance. 
 
The Silent Dredge 
acrylic on maple panel 43’’x35’’ 
 
“I am in a constant state of emotional 
shock by the thought that from top to 
bottom this entire world is teeming 
with mystery and life.”  - Bozic 
 
“We have thousands of bottom photos 
that correlate with the dredge 
samples. The former tells us about 
community structure, the latter 
informs us about the structure of the 
creatures themselves.”   - Mooi 
 
Dredging is often the only way to 
conduct large-scale sampling of sea 
floor biodiversity. In the 1870s, the 
first survey ship hauled onto its decks 
a tangled mass of deep-sea 
organisms. Most of it reached the 
surface severely mangled. 
Photographers and scientific 
illustrators onboard breathed life back 

clouds the water and confuses predators. These secret
writers and artists. 

reefs, dashing in and out to feed on small fish. Black sea u
equipped with long, needle-like guard spines and poison
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into them through their accurate depictions that sparked the imagination of the world. 
 
Who’s Winning? 
acrylic on maple panel 45’’x35’’ 
 
“Who is really losing this battle if things 
are taken from our deepest and widest 
unknown frontier faster than they can be 
studied and understood?”  - Bozic 
 
“… going through the “by-catch” 
obtained during a fish trawl survey, the 
picture of the bottom community in as 
remote and bizarre a place as Antarctica 
can be brought more into focus.”  - Mooi 
 
Hiding in tight crevices or buried in the 
soft bottom, brittlestars are protected 
from being eaten by crabs. If attacked, 
they can shed an arm or two without any 
harm. These detached limbs twist and 
turn long enough for the rest of the 
brittlestar to make a safe getaway. Arms 
are slowly re-grown to replace ones lost 
in battle. 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scientific Illustrations  
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IT'S IN HER NATURE 
'From the Depths: Inspiring Art and Science' 
Collaboration with a creative twist 
Reyhan Harmanci 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

 

The California Academy of Sciences has decided to end its temporary stay in downtown 
San Francisco with a bang: an unusual pairing of visual art and science with an artist-in-
residence program and show titled "From the Depths: Inspiring Art and Science." 

The collaboration with Oakland painter Tiffany Bozic, an artist known for her work 
depicting birds and mammals, began in 2005 when academy researcher Lindsay Irving 
invited her into the collection. With guidance from nearby arts organizations, such as 
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, Irving began piecing together funding for the yearlong 
project. "It's the first of its kind that I know of, at an institution like this," Irving says.  

Although Bozic first visited the place to see the academy's terrestrial holdings, for the 
project she was paired with Rich Mooi, curator of invertebrate zoology and geology. A 
painter himself, he took her through underwater worlds at the academy. 

"It began with conversations," Bozic remembers. "I'd come in once or twice a week, and 
he'd tell me stories, and we'd pull open drawers." She would make sketches of things that 
inspired her, and then go back to her studio and flesh out the ideas in paint. Bozic paints 
on wood, and to get the five paintings on display took months of work, which is evident 
in the painstaking detail and nuanced tones.  

While both Mooi and Bozic are huge fans of scientific drawings, particularly those done 
by Ernst Haeckel, the aim of the show isn't to re-create those. Bozic says that the 
creatures depicted in her paintings - the black eels, the blood-red starfish, the numerous 
anemones and fish - spring mostly from her imagination. "These aren't real animals, they 
aren't accurate representations of nature," she says, pointing to the paintings. "I view my 
paintings as my diary entries. That may sound cheesy, but it's true."  

The exhibition itself, though, aims to combine the virtues of gallery and educational 
museum shows. While the back of the exhibition is simply the paintings on the wall, like 

http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/�
mailto:rharmanci@sfchronicle.com


any art show, the front has carefully arranged bits of what inspired Bozic. There will be 
tanks of live eels and glass cases of old scientific drawings, as well as Mooi's work. Early 
sketches will be shown next to text that explains which animals inspired Bozic. 

When this show closes early next year, the academy will be closed until the following fall 
to relocate its collections, animals and people. But all parties involved hope that Bozic's 
show is the first of more collaborations between scientists and artists. "Mostly, I was 
surprised at the community of people I found here," Bozic says. "It's the kind of creative 
community I've been searching for." 

Opening reception 5-9 p.m. today. Through Jan. 6. California Academy of Sciences, 875 

Howard St., S.F. (415) 321-8000 . www.calacademy.org.  

- Reyhan Harmanci, rharmanci@sfchronicle.com  

This article appeared on page G - 20 of the San Francisco Chronicle 

 

http://www.calacademy.org/
mailto:rharmanci@sfchronicle.com


































October 31 post by Cat 

Quest Community Science Blog: http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/10/31/artists-in-
residence-the-intersection-between-science-and-art/  

“From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art” 

 

For 154 years, The California Academy of Sciences has explored the world, gathering 
over 20 million specimens that are housed in the museum’s collections. The new 
California Academy of Sciences Artist in Residence (AiR) program is pioneering a new 
way of interpreting these specimens, and its work will be unveiled for the first time to the 
public on November 15, 2007. 

The research division of the Academy, although largely unseen, has driven the mission 
and public face of the Natural History Museum since its inception. Collections from the 
departments in this arm of the museum, along with collections from the Academy’s 
library and archives, will serve as the focus of the residency. The Natural History 
Museum contains eight departments that are organized by taxonomic discipline: 
Anthropology, Aquatic Biology, Botany, Entomology, Herpetology, Ichthyology, 
Invertebrate Zoology & Geology, and Ornithology & Mammalogy. 

For the AiR program, the artist will explore the collections with an assigned mentor from 
a selected department, culminating in a final exhibit and associated programming. The 
hope is to blur the lines between the arts and sciences. Through partnership and 
collaboration, artists from multiple disciplines will be challenged to experience and 
interpret the collections in new and meaningful ways. By creating space for artists to 
inspire dialogue about the issues facing the Earth and the sciences today the AiR program 
is creating another way for the Academy to further its mission to explain, explore, and 
protect the natural world. 

The pilot AiR program opens on November 15, 2007. Its first exhibit, From the Depths: 
Inspiring Art and Science, has been a year in the making. It is a contemporary art exhibit 
created from the collaboration between Oakland based artist Tiffany Bozic and Dr. Rich 
Mooi, curator of Invertebrate Zoology & Geology. 

Inspired by John James Audubon and Ernst Haeckel, but delving more deeply into the 
imaginary and darker aspects of the natural world, Bozic questions the theme of survival 
in her pieces for From the Depths. Bozic views the making of art as a kind of therapeutic 
process — a way to make sense of the world, of her relationship to life as it unfolds, of its 
power over us, and perhaps most importantly, of our power over it. 

As a mentor, Mooi is a perfect complement to Bozic’s musings. To Mooi, science and art 
are two faces of the same coin. Both fields are driven by inspiration taken from ideas that 
develop out of close observation of nature. This sense has evolved over Mooi’s long 

http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/10/31/artists-in-residence-the-intersection-between-science-and-art/
http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/10/31/artists-in-residence-the-intersection-between-science-and-art/
http://www.calacademy.org/
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/
http://www.morrisonplanetarium.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=13658
http://www.morrisonplanetarium.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=13658


career of specialty research in the evolution of echinoderms, the spiny-skinned animals 
that include sand dollars, sea urchins, and sea stars, along with his long history of 
drawing scientific illustrations in nature. Mooi’s intersecting interests in art and the 
sciences have led him to spearhead the Academy’s annual search for a biological 
illustration summer intern and have also interested him in mentoring Bozic. 

Along with Bozic’s paintings, the From the Depths: Inspiring Art and Science exhibit 
includes photographs by local photographer Billy O’Callaghan — documenting the 
evolution of the residency, preserved specimens from the Invertebrate Zoology 
collection, and artfully designed tanks with live fish and invertebrates. 

If you are interested in learning more about AiR and want to be added to the email list 
about this developing program, contact Lindsay Irving at lirving@calacademy.org or 
learn more about From the Depths by visiting http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/. 

Cat Aboudara is the Special Projects Manager at California Academy of Sciences 
and works in the public programs division. The Academy is a wonderful fit for her 
because of her curiosity about the natural world and her experience in working with 
native California wildlife. 

 

http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/
http://www.calacademy.org/




November 14 post by Cat 

Quest Community Science Blog: http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/11/14/delving-
into-the-depths-artists-in-residence-part-2/  

“Delving into the Depths: Artists in Residence Part 2” 

It is not often that the public is able to see the components and care that go into creating a 
museum exhibit. However the California Academy of Sciences hosted a lecture on 
Tuesday, From the Depths: Creating a Science and Art Exhibit at the Academy, which 
delved into why the creation of an art exhibit at a science museum has been such a 
meaningful project for both painter Tiffany Bozic and Dr. Rich Mooi, Curator of 
Invertebrate Zoology and Geology at the Academy. 

Both Bozic and Mooi grew up surrounded by the natural world and remain passionate 
about exploring it today. Bozic grew up on a farm in Arkansas where she was involved 
with animals every day. Throughout her career, she has drawn on the natural world to 
create a dialogue about a universal human condition, often expressing her ideas through 
animal imagery. Mooi began sketching early in life in the forested areas outside of his 
home in Ontario and has continued to paint and illustrate all his life. He views illustration 
as a tool to capture complex processes, like how minute currents travel along a sea 
urchin’s spines — a process that cannot be adequately captured with photography or 
other media. 

Fine art often raises questions and allows people to look inward, while science is tasked 
with solidifying answers and methods. But rather than focus on differences between the 
two fields, Bozic and Mooi are excited by the commonalities they share. During the 
lecture on creating the exhibit, each demonstrated how they are inspired by both science 
and art. Though photos don’t do the actual paintings justice, here’s a taste of what’s on 
display: http://www.calacademy.org/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=13658. 

In listening to the lecture and talking with Bozic and Mooi afterwards, both stressed how 
important and unusual the “dialogue” between art and science is. They are each 
fascinated by the beauty found in the natural world, though they work with it in unique 
ways: one opens it up to interpretation, while the other clarifies its ambiguities. 

What they found working together on this art installation was a deep commonality. Bozic 
related how they were both just completely blown away by the vast number and diversity 
of specimens in the Academy’s collections. It was like being a five year old again and 
exploring. Mooi added that both artists and scientists share a love and appreciation of 
objects. So much detail goes into working with specimens — both the artist and scientist 
must have a passionate drive to work with such intricacies. Both Bozic and Mooi feel 
their work is fueled by inspiration and awe. 

They expect that many questions will arise among people viewing From the Depths. As 
visitors go through the art installation, they will also observe the process of what inspired 

http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/11/14/delving-into-the-depths-artists-in-residence-part-2/
http://www.kqed.org/quest/blog/2007/11/14/delving-into-the-depths-artists-in-residence-part-2/
http://www.calacademy.org/
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/#ProgEvent
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/#Artist
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/#Scientist
http://www.calacademy.org/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=13658
http://www.calacademy.org/exhibits/air/#FromTheDepths


the exhibit in the first place, and perhaps wonder about the relationship between science 
and art. It will open the visitor up to appreciating the beauty of nature, and the need to 
convey that beauty. Art and science are just two perspectives of conveying nature: one by 
questioning and the other by answering, but both open up new worlds. 

Mooi ended our talk with a reminder of how much there is to observe and learn among 
the millions of real objects within the walls of the California Academy of Sciences. These 
real things in and of themselves are objects to be appreciated, and this art installation puts 
them in the limelight as things of beauty, similar to Bozic’s paintings. 

To join in on the process, come to the opening reception of From the Depths: Inspiring 
Science and Art on Thursday, November 15th from 5pm to 9pm. The exhibit will be open 
from November 15, 2007 to January 6, 2008 when the Academy’s Howard Street 
location closes. 

Cat Aboudara is the Special Projects Manager at California Academy of Sciences 
and works in the public programs division. The Academy is a wonderful fit for her 
because of her curiosity about the natural world and her experience in working with 
native California wildlife. 

 

http://www.calacademy.org/
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FROM THE DEPTHS EXHIBIT VISITOR EVALUATION REPORT 2008  
 

Introduction 
 
In November 2006, the Academy of Sciences invited fine artist, Tiffany Bozic to 
participate in a pilot Artist in Residence (AiR) project in the Invertebrate Zoology 
and Geology (IZ&G) Department. The one year collaboration between the artist, 
IZ&G curator Dr. Rich Mooi, and curator of Steinhart Aquarium, Bart Shepherd 
culminated in an exhibit entitled, From the Depths Inspiring Science and Art. The 
exhibit ran from November 14, 2007 to January 6, 2008. The exhibit was 
considered a pilot project for new approaches to be used in future exhibits and 
programming that would incorporate the arts. The exhibit emphasized the work 
of an Academy research scientist but interpreted through an artistic perspective.  

 
Title testing was carried out by Linda Kulik, Sterling Larrimore, Roberta Brett, 
and Chris Fitting to determine what were the audience impressions of the title of 
the exhibit and what they expected to see. Data on visitor opinions were 
gathered though unobtrusive observation and written questionnaires.  
 
A summative evaluation was carried out by Lindsay Irving, Courtney Scott, and 
Juan Carlos Solis to find out these questions: 

• Who visited the exhibit? 
• Are there any general trends in visitors’ reactions to the exhibit? 
• Was the overall subject matter (exploring the interaction of art and 

science) effectively communicated 
• Does an exhibit relating to art and science effectively reach a new 

audience in the 20-40 age group while continuing to engage the 
Academy’s traditional audiences? 

 
This summative evaluation study is patterned after exhibit evaluation studies 
from Lisa Hubbell MacKinney, the Academy’s former Program Evaluator. Plans for 
this study were discussed in meetings and emails with the following Academy 
personnel: Carol Tang, Director Visitor Interpretive Programs, Linda Kulik, 
Director of Exhibits, Roberta Brett, Exhibits Content Manager (check), and Meg 
Burke, Director of Education.  
 
See Appendix A: “Tally of Interview Responses to Title Testing” for the Title 
Testing instrument and Appendix B: “Tabulation of Questionnaire Findings” for 
the questionnaire instrument 
 

Description of Exhibit 
From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art (600 sq. ft.) includes original 
paintings and sketches from the artist, live marine animals in tanks, specimens 
from the IZ collections, photographs and film to describe the process of creative 
discovery for both scientist and artist are driven by the same inspiration from 
nature. Audio and visual elements included projections of photographs and film 
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of the artist and scientist in the collections, specimens, and the artist’s studio. 
Interpretive material accompanied all specimen cases, aquarium tanks, and 
sketches. Written labels were designed to describe the object in general as well 
as reflect a “conversation” between the artist and the scientist about the object. 
From the Depths was located at the top of the stairs on the second floor of 
Howard Street facility in between the Naturalist Center and the Nature Nest. 

 
Methodology 

Since From the Depths was the final exhibit before the Howard Street facility 
closed and moved to Golden Gate Park, a formal visitor evaluation study could 
not be conducted in the tradition of past exhibits at the Academy. For example, 
resources were unavailable to conduct unobtrusive observations to evaluate the 
audience behavior and reaction to certain exhibit elements. Therefore, the main 
goal of the Visitor Evaluations was not to evaluate all the components of the 
exhibit to see how we could make it better, but to see if the overall subject 
matter (exploring the interaction of art and science) was effectively 
communicated, if people liked it, and is there interest in doing more exhibits like 
this in the future. 
 
The evaluation team is Courtney Scott, San Francisco State Master student of 
Biology, specializing in visitor evaluation in science museums, Juan Carlos Solis, 
former Manager of Public Programs, and Lindsay Irving, From the Depths 
Coordinator.  
 
40 visitors in total were surveyed with written questionnaires over 2 evaluation 
sessions. The first session was conducted during the opening night reception at 
the Academy’s Third Thursday event and a second survey was conducted during 
regular business hours. Surveys were conducted at random until 20 visitors were 
surveyed each session. Both surveys were conducted near the 2nd floor entrance 
to the From the Depths exhibit by Juan Carlos Solis and Courtney Scott.  
 
See Appendix B: “Tabulation of Questionnaire Findings”   

 
Questionnaire Instrument 

The objectives for the questionnaires were: 1) to determine the demographics of 
the visitors to the exhibit; did we reach a new audience in the 20-40 age group? 
2) to determine the audience impressions of the display of art and science in an 
exhibit at the Academy; was it positive? Is this something the Academy should 
do again in the future? 
 
Written questionnaires specific to From the Depths were administered to visitors 
as they exited the exhibit. Visitors were asked five closed-ended questions 
pertaining to demographics and two open-ended questions about their overall 
impression of the exhibit. 
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See Appendix B: “Tabulation of Questionnaire Findings” for responses to the 
closed ended questions and a summary of responses to the open-ended 
questions. 
 
See Appendix C: “Transcripts of Responses to Open-Ended Questions” for all 
responses to the open-ended questions.  
 

Data Analysis 
The demographic responses from each questionnaire were entered in a 
computer spreadsheet and analyzed. Responses to the open-ended questions 
were grouped by theme based on patterns the Evaluation Team observed during 
the analysis process. There were 5 main themes we observed in the responses to 
the open-ended questions: 
 

1. The interaction of Art and Science mentioned positively 
2. Appreciation of the overall aesthetics of the exhibit (including layout, 

general atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, specimens, labels, etc) 
3. Expressed wonder, inspired further inquiry, learned something 
4. Did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, negative or no 

responses 
5. Mentioned desire to come back 

 
See Appendix B: “Tabulation of Questionnaire Findings” for responses to the 
closed ended questions and a summary of responses to the open-ended 
questions.   
 

Limitations 
Resources 
Mentioned above, resources for conducting a thorough visitor evaluation were 
not available for the short amount of time From the Depths was installed at 
Howard Street. As a result, we could not conduct observation studies to see 
which elements of the exhibit were most effective for our audience. 
 
Although well-informed, data collection, analysis, and evaluation by the 
evaluation team was conducted on a volunteer basis by individuals with little 
practical experience in exhibit evaluation. The questionnaires were formulated by 
Courtney Scott, SF State Master student studying exhibit evaluation in science 
museums and Lindsay Irving, From the Depths coordinator.  The open-ended 
questions could have been better formulated to get direct responses from the 
audience to specific exhibit elements. However, since the exhibit was an 
experiment, the evaluators did not want to limit range of visitor opinions.  In the 
future, more time should be dedicated to the development and review of the 
questionnaires involving all the exhibit development team to determine the goals 
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of the evaluation, the questions we want to ask the audience, and the best way 
of formulating the questionnaires to effectively reach these goals. 
 
Time and Demographics 
Only two survey sessions were conducted during the installation of From the 
Depths. One during the opening night reception (11.14.07) from 5 to 9 pm and 
another session during regular business hours on a Saturday (12.08.07) from 11 
am to 2 pm. A clear demographic distinction between the opening night and 
regular hour surveys is observed in the responses. More time needed to be 
dedicated for review and analysis of the visitor responses by the exhibit 
development team and the evaluation team. 

 
Indicators of Exhibit Effectiveness 

This study was carried out to determine the effectiveness of the From the Depths 
exhibit as a pilot project. The report examines the following questions: 
 

• Were there any general trends? 
• Was the overall subject matter (exploring the interaction of art and 

science) effectively communicated? 
• Does an exhibit relating to art and science effectively reach a new 

audience in the 20-40 age group while continuing to engage the 
Academy’s traditional audiences? 

This section describes how the data gathered for this study can help to answer 
these questions.  
 

Questionnaire Data 
In the open-ended questions, the evaluation team intended to allow visitors to 
report on their own experiences and opinions. By asking the visitor, “what 3 
things would you tell a friend about this exhibit”, we hoped to get an 
understanding of the key components or overall impressions of the exhibit that 
stood out for most visitors. In the second question, “what is the most important 
thing that you will take away from your experience at this exhibit”, we wanted 
the visitor to be free to summarize the exhibit in their own words. Visitors were 
encouraged to answer the open-ended questions in as much or little detail as 
they wanted and were free to mention positive and negative experiences.  
 
The closed-ended questions allowed us to understand the exhibit effectiveness at 
attracting a new audience. These questions allowed us to ask visitors their age, 
occupation, sex, if they are residents of the Bay Area, and if they had ever 
visited the Academy before.  
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Summary of Findings 
The responses to the open-ended questions in the surveys conducted during the 
opening night reception were significantly different than those conducted during 
the Academy’s regular business hours. Those attending the opening night 
reception could be described as an “art crowd”; those who regularly attend after-
hour art openings, were fans of the artist’s work, or were regular visitors of Third 
Thursday. Their responses were generally more focused on the art and the 
exhibit and were pleasantly surprised by the other exhibits on the public floor of 
the Academy, including Steinhart Aquarium. The visitors surveyed during the 
regular business hours, by contrast in general did not differentiate the From the 
Depths exhibit with the other exhibits on the public floor.  They often remarked 
on the artwork but saw it as a compliment or an extension to adjacent exhibits in 
the Naturalist Center and Steinhart Aquarium. 
 
General Demographic Findings (n=40) 

- During the opening night reception, 80% of the visitors surveyed were in 
the 20-40 age group. By contrast, 20% of the visitors surveyed during 
regular hours were in the 20-40 age group.  

- Most visitors (57.5%) surveyed during opening night and regular hours 
had visited the Academy before. 

- 100% of the visitors surveyed during the opening night reception were 
Bay Area residents in contrast to only 30% of the visitors surveyed during 
regular hours were residents. 

- The majority (43.7%) of responses listed in occupation were either blank, 
in business, or were students. The second most common occupations 
listed by visitors (20%) were in the arts and crafts or technology. 

- 45% of all visitors surveyed on both sessions were female. 55% were 
male. 

 
Open-ended questions: General trends (n=40) 
See Appendix B: “Tabulation of Questionnaire Findings” and Appendix C: 
“Transcripts of Responses to Open-ended Questions” for further reading. 
 
During the data analysis process, the Evaluation Team observed 5 general 
themes that emerged in the responses to the open-ended questions. 

1. The interaction of Art and Science mentioned positively 
2. Appreciation of the overall aesthetics of the exhibit (including layout, 

general atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, specimens, labels, etc) 
3. Expressed wonder, inspired further inquiry, learned something 
4. Did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, negative or no 

responses 
5. Mentioned desire to come back 
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Visitors were asked to list, “what 3 things would you tell a friend about this 
exhibit” and 25% mentioned the interaction of Art and Science mentioned 
positively. 
Examples 

- “The juxtaposition of art and science is amazing” 
- “Liked the innovation between science and art” 
- “Opens your mind to a new view of ocean life in an artistic manner” 

 
55% of visitors’ responses expressed appreciation of the overall aesthetics of the 
exhibit (including layout, general atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, 
specimens, labels, etc) 
Examples 

- “Marine life is always beautiful but even more so the way the exhibit puts them together” 
-  “Amazing art” 
- “It helps to see the specimens next to the art” 

 
25% of the responses listed aspects of the exhibit that expressed wonder, 
inspired further inquiry, or learned something. 
Examples 

- “Learned a lot about strange worlds” 
-  “It depicts the struggle for survival” 
- “There are different sea animals that they have might not heard of” 

 
22.5% of respondents did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, 
expressed negative or no responses. 
Examples 

- More things need to be added (visual and informational)” 
- “Fire-breathing salamander” 
- “Not live enough” 

 
In the second open-ended question, visitors were asked “what is the most 
important thing that you will take away from your experience at this exhibit”.  
 
25% mentioned the interaction of Art and Science mentioned positively in their 
response. 
Examples 

- “Art and Science…as it should be! End the segregation!” 
- “Nature and Art, what can be better?” 
- “It is a good blend of art and science. I would like to see more of that.” 

 
22.5% of visitors’ responses expressed appreciation of the overall aesthetics of 
the exhibit (including layout, general atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, 
specimens, labels, etc) 
Examples 

- “Not crowded, everything has its own space which is good” 
- “One can accurately convey themselves while staying faithful to the creatures they use as 

inspiration” 
-  “Enjoyed the aquarium tanks” 
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45% of the responses mentioned aspects of the exhibit that expressed wonder, 
inspired further inquiry, or learned something. 

- “I enjoyed learning about interesting creatures I’ve never heard of before” 
- “How big a squid can really be” 
- “It’s an update on the early nature drawings of a century ago” 

 
25% of respondents did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, 
expressed negative or no responses. 
Examples 

- “Interesting. Fabulous BBC film, Planet Earth. Makes me want to come back” 
- “That there are skulls of whales and there are stuffed birds I have never seen. That there 

are insects and other little bugs to see that you never imagine the bugs” 
 
12.5% of the responses mentioned a desire to come back as the most important 
thing they will take away from the experience.   

- “Need to come back again!” 
- “Wanting to come back to see more of the museum and animals and library references. 

Thank you!” 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
It is recommended that sufficient time, personnel, and resources should be made 
available for future surveys and analyses. While title testing was conducted 
before the exhibit was installed and a summative evaluation was conducted 
during the exhibit, more time and energy should be put into developing an 
evaluation strategy that takes into account the entire visitor experience, the 
overall goals of the evaluation, the most effective way to survey the audience to 
attain these goals, and analyses of visitor responses. 
 
Given the time and personnel available for this evaluation study we can 
summarize that From the Depths was successful in attracting a new demographic 
in the 20-40 age group while still engaging the Academy’s traditional audience. 
Having an opening night reception invited a primarily local audience of young 
professionals who are interested in the arts. Evidence from the surveys 
conducted during regular business hours indicated that visitors in general reacted 
positively to the exhibit however they tended to not differentiate From the 
Depths from other exhibits on the public floor. This may indicate the ability of 
From the Depths to blend with the Academy’s mission and seamlessly interact 
with the rest of the exhibits.  General trends in most responses indicated the 
interaction of art and science displayed in exhibtry is positive and something that 
could be pursued with success in future exhibits.  
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Responses to open-ended questions were coded into categories that emerged from the data. For 
these questions, some responses touch on more than one of the categories listed, so totals of 
some categories may exceed 100%.  Questions for interview were patterned after title-testing 
conducted by Lisa Hubbell of Hotspot: California on the Edge. All interviews were conducted 
on weekdays in the morning on the public floor at Howard Street. Interviews were conducted on 
3 separate days by Roberta Brett (7/19/07), Chris Fitting (8/2/07) and Sterling Larrimore 
(8/3/07). Responses to questions were compiled and evaluated by Linda Kulik and Roberta Brett. 
Is this your first visit to the Academy (n=27) 
# % 
12 44.5 No (of those 11 live in California, 1 does not live in California) 
15 55.5 Yes (of those 7 live in California, 8 do not live in California) 
Do you live in California? (n=27) 
# %  
9 33 No  
18 67 Yes  
Suppose you saw a newspaper ad for an exhibit titled “From the Depths: 
Inspiring Science and Art”. Would you make a special trip to see it? (n=27) 
age       yes/male no/male yes/female  no/female  maybe/male  maybe/female   # total      % 
9 yrs    1   1   3 
11-19  1 1    2   7 
20s 1  1   1 3  11 
30s 3  1 1 1  6  22 
40s 3  3 2 1  9  33 
50s 1 1     2   7 
60s  1  1   2   7 
No data       2   7 
What does “From the Depths: Inspiring Science and Art” bring to mind? 
(n=27) 
# %  
1 3 gloom 
11 41 under sea; deep sea; 20,000 leagues under the sea; deep sea vents; deep sea fish; glowing fish 
1 3 big fish with big teeth; light on the head; depth of science is water, seems to be a repeat 

thought in the title 
1 3 science experience 
2 7 mysterious creatures or unusual species 
1 3 sounds weird, sounds like creating, something discovered  
1 3 fluid and organic combining into art; deep dark weird fish; dark creepy fish 
1  3 new creatures; new atmosphere 
1 3 going way back in time and bringing something forward 
1 3 monsters and fish 
3 11 art work from the ocean 
1 3 questions 
1  3 something interesting, something want to see 
2 7 an aquarium exhibit 
1 3 many opportunities to see different things 
1 3 nothing 
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What would you expect to see in an exhibit called “From the Depths: 
Inspiring Science and Art.”? (n=27) 
# % 
4 15 things that live down there and nowhere else, things not at average depths 
5 18 something really deep, giant squid 
1 3 new animals that live in Antarctica, nature, how animals live, reproduce, eat hunt 
2 7 things haven’t seen before, unknown 
1 3 depths of art which could be dark, but it is the Academy so it will be wholesome 
1  3 no data 
1 3 animals from deep and artists expressions inspired by them 
1 3 blind fish  
4 15 information about fish, marine life 
1 3 cool, moody, dark strange and weird stuff 
1 3 lots of darkness with brightly colored fish, dark contrasts, exotic colors. 
1 3 mosaics 
1  3 anything most artists create is something they bring forward, maybe plant life from 

way back “it’s a trail” 
2 7 beautiful tropical fish, sharks, weird fish, electric eels, creepy fish 
2 7 large aquariums, large specimens, hands on. 
3 11 photography, art work from the ocean, sculptures 
1 3 old shipwrecks with treasures 
1 3 textiles with fish theme 
1 3 whale skeleton 
1 3 animals 
1 3 birds 
 Is there anything else you would like to tell me? (n=27) 
# %  
1 3 probably wouldn’t come for just art, would come for more interactive elements 
2 7 just waiting for new building to open, can’t wait for opening in GGP 
1 3 I’m a diver so I love the sea 
1 3 went to architecture school, excited about new building, when found out Piano 

designed it he is even more excited 
1 3 keep inspiring people so they can be inspired 
1  3 you should really have a cafeteria I’m (we’re) starving 
2       7        the title is too long or wordy, hard to remember 
1       3      the title was self-explanatory 
1       3      the title is weird but good 
May I ask your age? (n=27) 
# %  
1 3 no data recorded 
1 3 9 years 
3 11 11-19  
3 11 20s 
7 26 30s 
10 37 40s 
2 7 50 and over  
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Gender [not asked] (n=27) 
# % 
1 3 no data recorded  
14 52 female 
12 44.5 male 
 
 
Commonly repeated impressions: 
Deep sea 
Weird or mysterious organisms, specifically fish 
Dark 
Unknown 
Discovery 
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APPENDIX B: TABULATION OF QUESTIONNAIRE FINDINGS 

Responses to open-ended questions were classified by themes that emerged from the data. See 
Appendix C: “Transcripts of Responses to Open-Ended Questions” for all responses to these 
questions. Questionnaires were distributed at random during the evening of the opening night 
reception (11.14.07) and during regular business hours in the afternoon (12.08.07) on the 2nd 
floor of the public floor gallery at Howard Street. Interviews were conducted on 2 separate days 
by Courtney Scott and Juan Carlos Solis. Responses to questions were compiled and evaluated 
by Courtney Scott, Juan Carlos Solis, and Lindsay Irving. 
Have you ever been to the California Academy of Sciences before this visit? 
(n=40) 
# % 
17 42.5 No (of those 13 were surveyed during regular business hours) 
23 57.5 Yes (of those 16 were surveyed during opening night)  
Do you live in the Bay Area? (n=40) 
# %  
8 20 No (of those 8 were surveyed during regular business hours) 
32 80 Yes (of those 20 were surveyed during opening night)  
Age (n=40) 
# %  
9 22.5 teen (of those all were surveyed during regular business hours) 
10 25 20s (of those 7 were surveyed during opening night) 
7 17.5 30s (of those 4 were surveyed during opening night) 
7 17.5 40s (of those 5 were surveyed during opening night) 
4 10 50s (of those 4 were surveyed during opening night) 
3 7.5 60 and over (of those 3 were surveyed during regular business hours)  
Gender (n=40) 
# %  
18 45 female 
22 55 male 
Occupation (n=40) 
# %  
7 17.5 blank 
4 10  arts and crafts 
4 10 technology 
7 17.5  business 
2 5 real estate 
3 7.5 law 
1 2.5 environment 
3 7.5 trades 
7 17.5 student 
2 5 retired 
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What 3 things would you tell a friend about this exhibit? (n=40) 
# %  
10 25 Re: The interaction of art and science mentioned positively  
Examples 

- “The juxtaposition of art and science is amazing” 
- “Liked the innovation between science and art” 
- “Opens your mind to a new view of ocean life in an artistic manner” 
- “There are paintings of same animals that are displayed alive…Therefore, relationship between 

life and art is explicit” 
- “Even better at the new location” 
- “Great art/science synergy” 

 
25 55 Re: Appreciation of the overall aesthetics of the exhibit mentioned (including layout, general 

atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, specimens, labels, etc) 
Examples 

- “Marine life is always beautiful but even more so the way the exhibit puts them together” 
-  “Amazing art” 
- “Great animals, exhibits, music and people” 
-  “Loved the development from drawing to painting” 
- “The paintings are beautiful and at the same time interesting and complex” 
- “It helps to see the specimens next to the art” 
- “Dark colors feels like the deep sea” 

 
10 25 Re: Expressed a sense of wonder, felt exhibit inspired further inquiry, learned something 
Examples 

- “Learned a lot about strange worlds” 
-  “It depicts the struggle for survival” 
- “There are different sea animals that they have might not heard of” 
- “You will see many amazing aspects of ocean life” 
- “It is full of wonder (inspires awe)” 

 
9 22.5 Re: Did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, negative or no response 
Examples 

- “Turtle has weird scales!” 
- “Fire-breathing salamander” 
- “Not live enough” 
- “They even have bones of the animals that they have “here”, that there are stuffed birds too” 
-  “More things need to be added (visual and informational)” 
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What is the most important thing that you will take away from your 
experience at this exhibit? (n=40) 
# % 
10 25 Re: The interaction of art and science mentioned positively  
Examples 

- “Art and Science…as it should be! End the segregation!” 
- “Nature and Art, what can be better?” 
- “That science can inspire art” 
- “Science and art can be made interesting” 
- “It is a good blend of art and science. I would like to see more of that.” 

 
9 22.5 Re: Appreciation of the overall aesthetics of the exhibit mentioned (including layout, general  
  atmosphere, artwork, aquarium tanks, specimens, labels, etc) 
Examples 

- “One can accurately convey themselves while staying faithful to the creatures they use as 
inspiration” 

- “The ribbon eel is cool. Scary but graceful” 
- “The life in the sea is really “dog eat dog” (or creature eat creature) but it’s kind of beautiful too” 
- “Enjoyed the aquarium tanks” 
- “Well displayed” 
- “I would like to look up the artist to see her other work” 
- “Not crowded, everything has its own space which is good” 

 
18     45       Re: Expressed a sense of wonder, felt exhibit inspired further inquiry, learned something 
Examples 

- “I enjoyed learning about interesting creatures I’ve never heard of before” 
- “How big a squid can really be” 
- “It’s an update on the early nature drawings of a century ago” 
- “The strangeness of the Deep Ocean” 
- “Kids learn new things about conservation. Need a bench to sit and enjoy Art” 

 
10 25 Re: Did not differentiate From the Depths from other exhibits, negative or no response 
Examples 

- “The growing popularity of environmentally related happy hours. It’s great” 
- “Interesting. Fabulous BBC film, Planet Earth. Makes me want to come back” 
- “That there are skulls of whales and there are stuffed birds I have never seen. That there are 

insects and other little bugs to see that you never imagine the bugs” 
 
5 12.5 Re: Mentioned desire to come back 
Examples 

- “Need to come back again!” 
- “Wanting to come back to see more of the museum and animals and library references. Thank 

you!” 
- “Will come to see it again ASAP. Thank you!” 
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Questionnaires were distributed at random during the evening of the opening night 
reception (11.14.07) and during regular business hours in the afternoon (12.08.07) on the 
2nd floor of the public floor gallery at Howard Street. Interviews were conducted on 2 
separate days by Courtney Scott and Juan Carlos Solis. Responses to questions were 
compiled and evaluated by Courtney Scott, Juan Carlos Solis, and Lindsay Irving. All 
responses were transcribed verbatim by Lindsay Irving. 
Q1. What 3 things would you tell a friend about this exhibit? (n=40) 
 
1. 

1. Beautiful Art 
2. Fantastic representations of all creatures 
3. Worth Admission 

2. 
1. It is relatively small 
2. Pieces are beautiful in detail 
3. Well displayed 

3. 
1. Amazing art 
2. Well organized 
3. Realistic! 

4. 
1. Awesome art 
2. Learned a lot about strange worlds  
3. Sorta like a party 

5. 
1. Combines the brainiac and arty worlds 
2. Adds emotional link to scientific appreciation 
3. Makes you want to spend $2K on a painting instead of a high-maintenance 

aquarium. (smile face sketched beside) 
6. 

1. Great 
2. Even better at the new location 
3. Big fan of Bozic’s work 

7. 
1. Worth seeing 

8. 
1. The animals are beautiful 
2. The paintings are beautiful 
3. You will see many amazing aspects of ocean life 

9. 
1. The fish tanks 
2. The cockroaches 
3. The Mars exhibit 

10. 
1. Great animals, exhibits, music and people 
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2. The penguins are fun and playful and the glow-in-the-dark fish rock 
3. I also liked how the art is mixed into the happy hours 

11. 
1. Educational 
2. Informative 
3. Bring the kids 

12. 
1. Ribbon eels were beautiful 
2. Fish and art mix well 
3. The artists displayed the fish very artistically and beautifully 

13. 
1. Not sure, but I would definitely tell people to come 
2. The juxtaposition of art and science is amazing 
3. Marine life is always beautiful but even more so the way the exhibit puts them 

together 
14. 

1. Interesting sea creatures 
2.  Liked the innovation between science and art 
3. Atmosphere was relaxed and entertaining 

15. 
1. You can drink while browsing 
2. You can get closer here than at a larger museum 
3. Living ants (organisms) 

16. 
1. Great art/science synergy 
2. Creepy, beautiful 
3. Loved the development from drawing to painting 

17. 
1. Interesting drawings of the sea animals 
2. I like the reference material displayed near the work 
3. Also, to see the large paintings that have come from the drawings and material 

18. 
1. The science art connection 
2. The paintings 
3. Good drawings 

19. 
1. Beautiful 
2. Delicate 
3. Disorganized 

20. 
1. It is very beautiful 
2. It is very educational 
3. It is full of wonder (inspires awe) 

21. 
1. Beautiful paintings of animals 
2. Worth going to SF for 
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3. Interesting 

22. 
1. The paintings are beautiful and at the same time interesting and complex 
2. Opens your mind to a new view of ocean life in an artistic manner 

 
 
23. 

1. Not live enough 
2. To difficult to interact 

24. 
1. Squids 
2. Coral 
3. Exhibit of Emtology 

25. 
1. Turtle has weird scales! 
2. fire-breathing salamander 
3. Coral room feels warm 

26. 
1. Turtle (Box) 
2. Fire-breathing salamander 
3. Birds 

27. 
1. Black area feels like the deep-sea 
2. Cool paintings complimenting the sea creatures 
3. Big fan of the ribbon eels 

28. 
1. The insects, reptiles, fish here are really amazing 
2. Not crowded, everything has its own space which is good 
3. Keeps you wanting to read more and find all the subjects in their areas 

29. 
1. Dark colors feels like the deep sea 
2. Ribbon eels are scary looking 
3. Not many living samples, but good pictures and info about what they do have 

30. 
1. There is a larger section on sea creatures 
2. Enjoyed the aquarium tanks 
3. Good place to take the children (teen survey response #30) 

31. 
1. More things need to be added (visual and informational)* 
2. I enjoyed it but I would have liked to seen more about ants and/or arthropods 

32. 
1. There are different sea animals that they have might not heard of 
2. The painting here are really good painted 
3. They even have bones of the animals that they have “here”, that there are stuffed 

birds too 
33. 
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1. Must see the aquarimes 
2. Love the insect collection 
3. Love to see how the coral grows 

34. 
1. Kid friendly 
2. Awesome aquarium 
3. Hands on 

35. 
1. There are paintings of same animals that are displayed alive 
2. Therefore, relationship between life and art is explicit 
3. After looking at painting details, I could find them on the living animals (retired 

Bay Area resident, survey response) 
36. 

1. It has vibrant colors 
2. It depicts the struggle for survival 
3. It helps to see the specimens next to the art 

37. 
1. How beautiful, realistic, and just plain interesting it was 

38. 
1. It’s a great place for children to learn 
2. Clean and healthy animals 
3. Friendly staff 

39. 
1. Bring their kids 
2. Great place to learn 
3. Great place on a rainy day 
4. Staff is friendly 

40. 
1. Echinodermata 

 
Q2. What is the most important thing that you will take away from 
your experience at this exhibit? (n=40) 
 

1. One can accurately convey themselves while staying faithful to the creatures they 
use as inspiration. 

 
2. I would like to look up the artist to see her other work 

 
3. I loved the art and the parallel between art and reality 

 
4. Excellent combination of above (Awesome art, Learned a lot about strange 

worlds, Sorta like a party 
 

5. Art and Science…as it should be! End the segregation! 
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6. Nature and Art, what can be better? 

 
7. It is a good blend of art and science. I would like to see more of that. 

 
8. The life in the sea is really “dog eat dog” (or creature eat creature) but it’s kind of 

beautiful too. 
 

9. Blank 
 

10. The growing popularity of environmentally related happy hours. It’s great. 
 

11. Science and art can be made interesting 
 

12. I enjoyed learning about interesting creatures I’ve never heard of before 
 

13. Need to come back again! 
 

14. That science can inspire art 
 

15. Many tidbits (trivia) i.e. different sized ants per colony, etc. 
 

16. Chulu lives? Would like to come back and see it during normal hours to take 
more time. 

 
17. Wanting to come back to see more of the museum and animals and library 

references. Thank you! 
 

18. Interesting. Fabulous BBC film, Planet Earth. Makes me want to come back 
 

19. Sad I couldn’t buy a piece. Frailty of ocean life 
 

20. Will come to see it again ASAP. Thank you! 
 

21. How much the beauty of nature can be expressed through art 
 

22. The interesting viewpoint on ocean life 
 

23. ? Not much 
 

24. The aquarium of fishes/coral, color 
 

25. Pictures with coral, fish and turtle! 
 

26. Knowledge of artificial (?sp) species habitats 
 

27. How big a squid can really be 
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28. All the different species around had a good variety. I really liked the squid and 
ribbon eel. The artwork is a really good accent too. 

 
29.  The ribbon eel is cool. Scary but graceful 

 
30. The knowledge of ants and the different body segments-needed a for a college 

course. 
 

31. The different types of ants found here in SF and the difference between each one. 
 

32. That there are skulls of whales and there are stuffed birds I have never seen. That 
there are insects and other little bugs to see that you never imagine the bugs. 

 
33.  All the information we learn from 

 
34. Respect for wildlife 

 
35. It’s an update on the early nature drawings of a century ago 

 
36. The strangeness of the Deep Ocean 

 
37. I learned more about the ocean in particular 

 
38. How much fun the children had while learning. Experiencing new species of fish 

and animals 
 

39. Kids learn new things about conservation. Need a bench to sit and enjoy Art. 
 

40. Gorila Hand 
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